
1 

 

Crew reunions 
Official “cruise book” 

 

 

USS Charles R. Ware 
DD865 
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Charles R. Ware DD865 Crew Reunion 
October 1-5, 2008 — Athens, Tennessee 

Honoring Plank Owners & 
Waremen of the 1940s 
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It all started when we went to  
Registration in our hospitality room  

at the Holiday Inn Express  

 

Priscilla Parker 
Tommy & Ruth Hutton 
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The hospitality rooms  
at the Holiday Inn Express and  

the Hampton Inn were the  
central points of our reunion . . .  

 

• . . where a good conversation  
could be had by all 

and usually was   

 

Alex Brietich, Ron Tytlar, Mary & Ron Watt, Jack & Jane Duhon 
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 Frank Biondo 

Walt Collier 

Marv & Cindy Beegle 

Alan Jongetjes 
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Our reunion started on 
Wednesday evening with a picnic at  
Athens Regional Park Lake Pavilion 

 
 

Welcoming the crew of the 
CHARLES R. WARE  at the 

picnic was Athens Recreation 
Director Austin Fesmire and 
Frank Biondo [on left] and 
Athens Mayor John Proffitt 

[above]. 

 



8 

 

 

 Muriel Biondo 
Lucille Tytlar 
Frank Biondo 
Pam Alvarez 

Terry & Walt Collier 
Tommy & Ruth Hutton 

Donna Fonzo 
Rick Fonzo 
Ron Tytlar 

Lucille Tytlar 

Harold Erickson, Norman Bohan Frank & Ann Britton 
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We toured in and around Chatanooga  
on Thursday with a stop at the  

Chattanooga Choo Choo . . . 
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. . . followed by a tour of the  
Chickamauga Battlefield 

 

Tom Gates 
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John Bailey 
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Then it was off to lunch  
on the Southern Belle . . .  

 

John Bailey 
James Hopper 
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Jim Hopper 

Sylvia & Don Poltz  
John Bailey 

Mary & Ron Watt 

Joseph & Ella Filippone  
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. . . as it cruised up and down 
the Tennessee River 

 

Robert Hetterly  
Craig Riche 
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The day’s excursion ended with a  
visit to Rock City 

 

Tom Alvarez 
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Ruth & Sam Rankin 

Nancy & John Bailey 

Cletus Quisenberry 
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Dave Aleski 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

David Fulmer 
 

 
Gary Kufall 

 
 

 

John Bailey 
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Jim Hopper  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allan Jongetjes  
 

Al Mansfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allan Jongetjes  
 

Al Mansfield 

 



21 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Everett & Ena Williams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Alvarez 
Ron Tytlar  

Jean Brietich 
Lucille Tytlar 
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 John Bailey  
explored a lot of  

Rock City  
including  

Balanced Rock 
[above left]  

Lovers’ Leap 
[above right] 

 and  
Goblin’s Underpass 
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The Hiwassee River Rail Adventure   
was day on Friday 

 

We arrived at the Etowah L&H Depot  
and boarded shuttle busses which  

transported us to the train.    
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John Bailey 

Paul Sullivan 
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Once on board we settled in for a most 
enjoyable and relaxing three-and-a-half 

hour ride through eastern Tennessee 
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In fact, it was so relaxing  
that some of us took a nap 

 

Jane & Jack Duhon Lucille Tytlar 

William Brown 
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 Michael Scott  

Ann & Frank Britton 
Don & Priscilla Parker 

 Mary Watt 

 Alan Jongetjes   

David Fullmer 
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Frank Biondo 

Joy Sullivan 

Tom & Pam Alvarez 
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Joe & Georgina Dressman 

Charles  & Brenda Yelton 

Sue & Will Evans 

Alex Brietich 
Dave Michener 

 

Ron Tytlar  
 Rick Fonzo 
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The more things change, 
the more they stay the same 

 
 
 

Whether at  
sea aboard the 

WARE  
returning 

from  
WESTPAC or 
along the rails 
in Tennessee,  
Art Blausey’s 

abilities to 
nap lives on. 
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A concert,  
“A Salute to the WARE Years,” 

was presented at  
Athens Junior High School  

on Friday evening 
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We drove to the  
McMinn Living Heritage Museum  

where busses drove us to  
Athens Veterans Memorial Park  

for the Brick Ceremony 
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Louise & Sylvester Pope, Charles & Brenda Yelton 

Tom Alvarez 
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Alan Jongetjes, Irene & Bob Pastre 
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David Fullmer, Alan Jongetjes  
Michael Scott, Bryan Moss 

Irma Cantrell 
Dale Bressler 

Fred Heydrenreich 
Harold Erickson 

Rick Fonzo 
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Austin Fesmire welcomes people to the 
Brick Ceremony.  Alexandra Fesmire 

performs patriotic music 
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Irma Cantrell, Charles R. Ware’s sister, 
backed up by the plank owners,  

Capation Neville and local politicians 
christens the WARE lintel  

at the Brick Ceremony  
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Captain Joseph Neville spoke and  
Jerry Alperstein performed “Taps” 

at the Brick Ceremony 
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Art & Belma Blausey 

Athens Mayor John Proffitt & Sara Alperstein 
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Muriel Biondo 

Bonnie Palumbo 
James Hopper 

Jerry Tardiff 
Art Blausey Frank Palumbo Bob Pastre 
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Tom Alvarez 

Harold Erickson 

Tom Vlasic 

Joseph Neville 
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Michael Gaeta & Charles Moore Nancy Bailey 

Wil & Carol Evans 
Bruce Gehrig 
Frank Biondo 

Rick Fonzo Ron Tytlar 
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Ron & Mary Watt 

Donald Parker 
Louise Pope 

Jake Britton 
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Sterling Moulton 
Jay Polson 

Wil Depperschmidt 
Glenn Hostetter 

Wil’s son 

 Ed McGettigan, Ed McGettigan Jr, Carl Schneider 

Norman Bohan 
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 Mike & Judy Oestreicher  
Muriel Biondo,  Wayne White 

Ron Tytlar 
Jim Egged 

Lucille Tytlar 
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Tom Alvarez 

Marty Slomka 
Jack Butler 

James Larkin 
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After the Brick Ceremony  
we returned to the  

McMinn Living Heritage Museum  
for lunch and . . .  
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• . . to see the new model  
• of the WARE  

• in its FRAM configuration 

 
 
 

Jake Britton, 
who has attended  

all the WARE reunions 
donated his  

very-long nametag  
to the  

McMinn Living  
Heritage Museum’s 

WARE exhibit 
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While most of us ate lunch indoors,  
some went outside to hear the strains  

of a local band 

 

Barbara & Larry Erickson 

Mayor John Proffitt 
Robert Hetterly  
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Susan & Rick Mayes 

Paula Kochersperger 
John & Nancy Bailey 
Paul Kochersperger 
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Tom & Pam Alvarez 

Maxine Cheatham 
Edward Crawford 

Jean & Charles Moore 

Jerry & Sara Alperstein 

Lynn Crawford 
Dale Bressler 

Marty Slomka 

Art & Belma Blausey 



56 

 

 

Ronald & Louise Auberle 

Ron Watt, Jack Duhon 

Jo-Ann & Frank Kowalczyk 

George & Ruth Daub 

Alex & Jean Breitich 
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Marie & Dave Michener 
Carl Tew, Jim Hopper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Janice Duhon   Sylvester & Louise Pope 

Irma Cantrell, Bob & Doris Stambaugh 

Lewis Miller  
Richard Egged 
Richard Egged 
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Bonnie Palumbo 

Cletus Quisenberry Tony Cronan 

Ed Cocnavitch 
Jack Butler 
Mark Gaeta 

James Larkin 
John Bissonette 
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Sara & Kenneth Liechty, Tony Cronan 

Ed Cocnavitch 
Marty Slomka 

Elizabeth Gaeta 
Michael Gaeta 
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During the reunion, we had a chance to 
sit down with Edward Crawford  

and buy an autographed of his novel  
In the Name of Allah   

Edward Crawford 
Lynn Crawford 
Joseph Neville 

 
 

John Bailey [right] taped interviews 
with members of the 1962 WARE crew 

about the March storm.  Captain  
Norman Bohan [left] used flipcharts to 
explain the storm.  John Bailey then 

presented the flipcharts to the  
McMinn Living Heritage Museum 
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The banquet was at  
McMinn County High School 

on Saturday evening.   
Those honored included 
WARE plank owners . . .  

  

 

. . .  and WAREmen of the 1940s 

James Docherty, Dale Bressler, Jim Hopper, Joseph Evans 
John Miller, Paul Kochersperger, Vernon Jarrett 

 

 Mike Falcone 
 Edward Crawford 

 

  

Glenn Hostetter   Bill Donegan 
 Charles Yelton 

Charles Moore  
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. . . Including those who attended  
in uniform 

 

Other WAREmen were singled out  
for recognition at the banquet . . .  

 

Tommy Hutton Jake Britton Joseph Neville 

 Edward Crawford, John Bailey 
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It would not be a WARE banquet  
without a raffle 

Pricilla Parker 
 Frank Biondo 

Mayor John Proffitt 

 
 
 

Next year in 
Cape May 

 New Jersey 
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